Using Teaching Aids in Primary School

Abstract

As teachers have experienced greater
pressures on their time, effective time
management has become increasingly
important. Priorities have to be identified and
some activities that used to be carried out
have had to be curtailed. Evidence from
teachers' courses suggests that the making of
teaching aids and support materials for design
and technology has certainly been curtailed, at
best, and not carried out at all in many cases.
During a la-day INSET course, teachers were
given the opportunity to make a range of
teaching aids and to present them in a variety
of ways, appropriate to the needs of thei r
schools. Liz Smart discusses the teaching aids
she produced and Richard Pearson explains
his rationale for the use of teaching aids.
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Introd uction

From research carried out amongst teachers
attending the la-day DATA inset courses run
at the University of Central England in
Birmingham (UCE) and Bromley, London, it
is clearly evident (98%) that the making of
such materials is felt to be crucial to the
improvement of standards in school both for
other teachers and for the pupils. During the
course, teachers are given many opportunities
to make a range of teaching aids and to
present them in a variety of ways, appropriate
to the needs of their schools. For example,
they can make models that can be used to help
understanding of a range of structures and
mechanisms, of finishing techniques, and of
step-by-step instructions to enable the pupils

to learn a new skill. They are presented in the
form of models, folders, 3D displays and
resource packs.
Whilst making the aids, the participants are
developing their own practical skills through
focused practical tasks, and gaining a real
understanding of designing, of how things
work, how they can be put together, and the
problems that colleagues and pupils will
encounter back in their schools.
At the end of the course, all participants
create a display of their aids. Colleagues from
all schools, heads, advisory teachers and
inspectors are invited to the display and it
provides a valuable resource in itself. As part
of an assignment, the participants have to
write a rationale for their end of course
display and the two rationales that follow
show two different approaches that
participants took. Whilst readers might not
have the time to complete all the ideas, it is
hoped that some time may be available to
create the most important ones needed for
your school.
Liz Smart
I have tried to manufacture my resources to be
as 'user friendly' as possible. Where
appropriate, I have made sure that they are
robust, easily accessible, attractive to the
pupils but will encourage disassembly skills,
or are suitable to be copied by staff or pupils
in focused practical tasks (FPTs). For each
aspect of design and technology, I have
created a 'working file' containing relevant
worksheets and ideas for FPTs and design and
make assignments.

