'A suggested framework for curriculum planning KS1
and KS2': a planning tool for Birmingham schools

The City of Birmingham has currently two
separate yet linked services to support its
Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 teachers of
design and technology - the Schools
Advisory Service (SAS), and the Curriculum
Support Service (CSS).

It became clear to the three members of the
design and technology support team that
unless it encouraged all its schools to
develop a whole key stage curriculum
plan/scheme of work for the delivery of
design and technology which reflected all
aspects of the National Curriculum Order,
and was progressive, this foundation subject
would remain difficult to move forward for
some schools.
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"I am worried and frustrated by this
subject!"

teachers to understand that it was never the
team's intention to provide a prescription for
Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 design and
technology, but to provide gUidance via the
use of examples. This guidance is to help
colleagues to see how they could plan for
the production of successful designing and
making assignments (DMAs), which
incorporate aspects of the National
Curriculum Order such as materials and
components, mechanical/electrical control
etc. The examples provided here are taken
directly from the chart where sample DMAs
are accompanied by appropriate focused
practical tasks (FPTs) and investigative,
dissassembly and evaluative activities
(IDEAs). Relevant IT programs are
suggested to help pupils resolve the DMAs,
together with advice on Health and Safety
issues, technological vocabulary, and quality
in design and technology work.

"I don't know what I'm doing in 0& T"
"I need training in 0& T to help me with
policy planning."
"I've never used this equipment before."
"Just tell me what to do and I'll do my
best!"
"What mechanisms
experience ?"

should they

"How many DMAs should they do in
KS1?"

There are many hundreds of very capable
and willing colleagues in Birmingham
schools, some of whom are frustrated by
their own inexperience in planning for the
delivery of design and technology as it is
defined in the National Curriculum Order. To
support these colleagues the SAS and CSS
have worked together to produce a long
term planning chart "A Suggested
Framework for Curriculum Planning KS1
and KS2", two copies of which have been
sent to all Birmingham's nursery, infant and
junior schools. One is to be displayed for
whole staff reference, the other is for the
design and technology coordinator to fold or
cut for ease of use with colleagues.

Three evening meetings held in different
venues across the city allowed for
explanation, questions and discussion about
the content and intended purpose of the
chart. They provided an opportunity for

The chart is only part of the supporting
materials provided by the City. Birmingham's
Primary Planning Project provided a further
opportunity to produce additional support
materials which include guidance on, for
example, the formation of a policy, action
planning for the development of design and
technology and medium and short term
planning. The medium and short term plans
illustrated in the Birmingham Primary
Planning Project booklet are linked directly
to the DMAs illustrated in the chart.

Three examples of design and technology
assignment planning sheets are provided for
medium term planning, one from each
material area. They are not comprehensive
but do provide a baseline from which
colleagues can plan progressive DMAs
linked to the content of the programmes of
study.

The Design and Technology Support team
acknowledges the help of two design and
technology coordinators, Beverly Peters, Shaw
Hill JI School, and Leslie Bond, West Heath JI
School, in the production of the chart.

The Birmingham Primary D&T Project
Planning Booklet, which includes the chart,
is available for purchase from CSS via John
McAdam (0121 4281167 Ext. 279.)
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